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At the May 18 meeting The Board voted for Tom Hebert to become a member of
The VGA Board.  Congratulations Tom!

The Board voted to hold the Club Championship at Laughlin Ranch Golf Club in
Bullhead City on November 6th and 7th.  The event is conditional based on a
minimum of 24 members signing up to play in advance of 30 days.If the
condition is not met by October 8, the club championship will be held at a venue
closer to the valley.

The Board voted to reinstate the President's Cup tournament under a new
format.  The event will consist of two rounds, a first round qualifier for both
Wednesday and Saturday and a second round match play event.

The qualifier  is open to all members who have played in at least ten VGA
events within the last calendar year.  There will be a $10 entry fee for both
Wednesday and Saturday to be paid out to the first three places on a 50%, 30%,
20% basis.  The first two places for each qualifier will be entered into the
second round.

The match play event will consist of two matches. In one match, the two first
place winners will play for the overall first and second places.   In the second
match, the two second place golfers will play for third place. The VGA will award
prize money as follows; $100 for the overall winner, $60 for second place, and
$30 for third place to be paid out at the awards luncheon.

The golfers who qualify for the second round must agree on the time and
place that they will meet to play their match play event.   If they decide to play
their match during a normal VGA event, they will not be allowed to enter the
VGA  tournament that day because VGA tournaments are based on stroke play.
The Board, at this time, has not set a date for the event. 

Highlights from Second Quarter 

Aces

The VGA still has not had a hole-in-one since August 1 of last year.  This represents the
longest streak since we instituted the hole-in-one pot beginning November 1, 2017.

Eagles

Steve Richter had an eagle at Francisco Grande on April 10 on the par five 437-
yard fourteenth hole.  He hit driver, 4 hybrid, and made the ten foot putt from just off
of the green.  Great hole Steve!

Jsaon Foster eagled the 513-yard par five second hole at Cave Creek on May 8.



He started the hole with a drive of about 300 yards, then hit a five iron to the back-
middle of the green, and holed out a four foot putt with a two inch break. Fantastic
Jason!

Larry Burton made his eagle on the 265-yard par-four eighth hole at Whirlwind
Devil's Claw on June 16.  He hit a majestic drive to the right that drew to the center of
the fairway.  He then hit a knockdown sandwedge from 40 yards that landed short of
the pin that rolled into the hole.  Congratulations Larry!

Low net scores for the quarter

Brian Dempster  – 65  at Wigwam Blue on 04/07

Fred Fahs – 65 at Aguila on 05/26

Low gross scores for the quarter

Steve Richter  – 74 (66) at Francisco Grande on 04/10

Mike Roether– 74 (63) at Viewpoint on 04/17

Larry Burton – 74 (66) at Viewpoint on 04/17

Jack Rataezyk – 74 (69) at Golf Club of Estrella 04/21

Dave Dean – 72 (71) at the Links at Queen Creek on 05/05

Ben Hughes – 70 (67) at Encanto 05/22

Jack Rataezyk – 71 (68) at Aguila on 05/26

Dan Campos – 67 (66) at Legacy on 06/26

Al Dan – 74 ( 68) at Legacy on 06/26

Big Dog Bites

Standings through June 30

Tom Anderson has surged into the lead of the Wednesday Big Dog Race with 19
points.  Close on his heels are George Kowalchik, Gary Vance, and Dave Dean with
17, 16, and 15 points respectively.

Rusty Silverman has vaulted into first place in the Saturday Big Dog Race with 23
points followed closely by Mike Roether with 21 points. Tom Anderson and Jeff
Currie are tied for third place with 15 points each.

Letters to Arnie

Dear Arnie, 

Recently my cart partner and I, Fred and Fred, were playing golf when Fred's ball came



to rest on the cart path.  In discussing the options to take a free drop, we were not in
total agreement.  Please review the options for taking a free drop from the cart path for
which the drop meets the requirement of being no closer to the hole.  Freds' Rule

Dear Fred and Fred,

When a played shot comes to rest on a cart path, a golfer may choose to take a free
drop.  In doing so, the golfer needs to identify three points of reference, the first of
which is where the ball lies on the cart path.  Secondly, the golfer needs to identify
two points of relief, one on each side of the cart path.  This is done by taking a stance
adjacent to one side of the cart path (facing away from the car path) plus one club
length.  Mark the spot where the club ends with a tee.  Then, from the other side of the
cart path (now facing the cart path) mark a spot with a tee where the ball can be played
without interference from the cart path.  The nearest point of relief is at the tee which
is closer to where the ball lies on the cart path.  Then drop the ball from knee height
behind the chosen tee, no closer to the hole.  If the ball rolls forward past the tee, drop
the ball again.  If the ball rolls forward again, then place the ball where it hit the ground
behind the tee.  There is no penalty for a free drop.

It must be pointed out that the point of relief will be different for right-handed
golfers and left-handed golfers.  

At times the point of relief may result in a bad lie.  If so, a golfer does not have the
option of choosing the other point of relief.  However, one may always decide to play the
ball where it lies, in this case, on the cart path, for no penalty.

Traditionally, golfers have believed that the closest point of relief when the ball  comes
to rest on a cart path is the side of the cart path closer to the ball.  This is not always the
case.

You may view the following to help clarify USGA Rule 16.1.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Zh9_T8z0mfs

VGA Hats for Sale!

The VGA has a selection of good quality hats with our logo.  There are two styles
including: white with a blue or tan trim for $20, sand with a tan trim for $20 (not shown in
the picture), and white with a blue trim and chin tie for $15.  The white golf hats and
visors are sold out.  See Fred Baldwin for details. 




