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At the March 2 meeting Ron Amstuz volunteered to assume the position of VGA
treasurer for 2021 and was subsequently voted in by The Board.

The Board voted to accept the second quarter schedules for Wednesdays and
Saturdays proposed by Larry Burton and Dan Campos respectively.

The Board set a limit of at least ten events to qualify for any awards given by the
VGA.

The Board set the dates for the following tournaments; 

The Champion of Champions Wednesday qualifier will be played at Orange
Tree on Wednesday April 14th.

The Champion of Champions Saturday qualifier will be played at Viewpoint
on Saturday April 17th.

Any golfer who won an event from November 1, 2019 through October 31,
2020 is eligible.  There is a $10 fee to enter each tournament with a separate
payout.  You may enter both tournaments if you won at least one event on
Wednesday and Saturday.

The Club Championship is tentatively scheduled for early September.  Its
location has yet to be decided.

The Board decided to liquidate its stock of VGA hats.  They are now on sale for
half-price.  Only the wide-brimmed style is available.  There are no caps or visors
left in stock.  (See pictures below)

The Board  has decided to purchase two new laptops to run our tournaments.  

Highlights from Fourth Quarter 

Aces

The VGA has not had a hole-in-one since August 1.  This represents the longest streak
since we instituted the hole-in-one pot beginning November 1, 2017.

Age is Just a Number!

Congratulations to Gordon Lukert, the Dean of the VGA, and Mike Roether who
recently shot a score equal to their ages. Gordon shot an 88 (63) at Viewpoint on
February 6 and Mike shot a 76 (68) at Sun City Country Club on March 17.  Old
golfers never retire, they just shoot their age.

Eagles



Ken Slagle had two eagles in the second quarter.  His first was on the par-five 494
yard 16th hole at Eagle's Nest .  He hit driver, three-wood and a half-wedge to get his
first eagle.  Two weeks later on March 17 he eagled the 466 yard par five hole at
Aguila by hitting driver, three-wood and a ten-foot putt for his second.  Double
congratulations Ken!

Joey Hochevar eagled the 496 yard 10th hole at Ken McDonald on February 20.
He hit driver, hybrid to forty feet and made a tricky putt for his eagle.  Nice going Joey!

Tom Hecocks eagled the 477 yard 5th hole at Aguila on March 23.  He hit driver, 3-
hybrid from 220 yards and holed out from 10 feet.  Way to go Tom!

Low net scores for the quarter

Lloyd Snively  – 63  at Pueblo El Mirage on 01/02

John Euler – 64 at Palmbrook 02/03

Tom White – 64 at Palmbrook 02/03

Lloyd Snively – 64 at Viewpoint on 02/06

Betty Irish – 64 at Viewpoint on 02/06

Low gross scores for the quarter

Joey Hochevar – 74 (74) at Encanto 01/30

Ken Slagle – 70 (67) at Bear Creek 02/24

Larry Burton – 74 (66) at Palmbrook 03/06

Joey Hochevar – 73 (68) at Palmbrook 03/06

Ken Slagle – 74 (72) at Sun City Country Club on 03/17

Ben Hughes – 74 (70) at Aguila on 03/27

Joey Hochevar – 72 ( 72) at Aguila on 03/27

Big Dog Bites

Standings through March 31

There is a three-way tie for first dog in the Wednesday race with Tom Anderson, Paul
Mickela, and Gary Vance each having won 13 points. Mike Roether and Bill “The
Carver” Heller are nipping at their hind paws with 11 points and 10 points
respectively.

In the Saturday race Mike Roether has failed to increase his 16 points which has
allowed Rusty Silverman to take the alpha position with 18 points. They are followed



closely by Tom Anderson, Stephen Jordan, and Jeff Currie with 15, 12, and 11
points respectively.  

Letters to Arnie

Dear Arnie, 

I recently was golfing when another golfer in my group used his divot tool to remove
impediments behind his ball.  It looked to me as though he was using the tool to dig in
the area behind his ball.  What restrictions are there on moving loose impediments?  

Eddie Eagle Eye

Dear Eddie,

Rule 15 of the Rules of Golf deals with relief from loose impediments and movable
obstructions and Rule 8 deals with playing the course as it is found.

15.1 Loose Impediments

You may remove a loose impediment without penalty anywhere on or off the course, and
may do so in any way (such as by using your hand or foot or a club or other equipment or
in the above case, using a divot tool).  

However, loose impediments are unattached natural objects such as sticks, leaves,
twigs, and blades of grass so long as they are not fixed or growing, solidly embedded in
the ground, or sticking to the ball.  So, if the golfer in your group was digging in the
ground, then the impediment was not loose and he violated a rule of golf.

Loose impediments and movable obstructions can be moved anywhere on the golf
course, including in bunkers and penalty areas, even when your ball also lies in the
bunker or penalty area. If your ball moves when removing a movable obstruction, there
is no penalty and you simply replace the ball. However, you need to be careful when
moving loose impediments because if you cause your ball to move, you must take a
one-stroke penalty and must replace your ball. The only time a penalty does not apply is
if your ball lies on the putting green when moving a loose impediment caused it to
move.

Rule 8 – Course Played as if is Found

A player is entitled to taking his stance to play a  golf shot.  He may back into a bush or
bend a tree branch to set up for his shot.  However it is a penalty for a player to break
off attached bushes or limbs to to trample high grass around a ball to improve his or her
stance.

Dear the VGA,

I continue to see golfers leave golf cards and pull carts 20 to 30 yards in front of a green
so that after finishing the hole, they have to walk back to their carts and then continue
on to the next hole.  At the same time, the next foursome is waiting to hit to the green.  

In the future, if you hit from 20 to 30 yards from the front of a green, please move your

https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#_546a0270-2db9-475d-b082-b5340e114f61
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#_1ac66b78-749b-47d6-96be-76e49cf9d526
https://www.usga.org/content/usga/home-page/rules/rules-2019/players-edition/definitions.html#_e625d144-484b-4001-9976-bc8b34a4f584


carts to the side of the green, preferably at least half way to the back of the green.  This
can be done while you are waiting for other players in your group to line up their chip or
shots putts.

Keep in mind these hints to speed up play, they are everyone's responsibility;

1) Park carts even with or past the greens so you can quickly move to the next green.

2) Pull ahead in the fairway to be even with the other cart in your foursome to be out of
range of those golfers waiting to hit.

3) Replace and clean your clubs at the next stopping point.

4) Write your scores down at the next stopping point.

Arnie

VGA Hats for Sale!

The VGA has a selection of good quality hats with our logo.  There are two styles
including: white with a blue or tan trim for $20, sand with a tan trim for $20 (not shown in
the picture), and white with a blue trim and chin tie for $15.  The white golf hats and
visors are sold out.  See Fred Baldwin for details. 


