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The Board elected the following slate of officers for 2021.

Dan Campos - President
Fred Baldwin – Vice President
Rusty Silverman – Secretary
The office of treasurer is now vacant.

Each December The Board asks for volunteers to serve as officers on the board.  It is
rare that any member contacts the board seeking a position.  As a result, The Board
selects candidates from within the board and then votes them into office. The Board
encourages members to volunteer to help the VGA to maintain its excellence.

The Board reviewed the one-ball rule, which bans a player from changing balls on a
specific hole unless the ball in play is lost.

Highlights from Fourth Quarter 

Aces

What, no aces this quarter!  After having five holes-in-one from April 1 to August 1, the
well has gone dry.  Remember, any member who scores a hole-in-one in league play
gets up to $100 toward the bar tab, $100 cash, and a share of the hole-in-one pot
which was $715 this past year.  

Eagles

Ben Hughes had another eagle.  His latest was at Southern Dunes on October 3. He
hit a three-wood from the tee to 181 yards and then a low seven iron to the back of
green and holed a tricky 70 foot putt for his eagle on the 469-yard hole number three.
Quite impressive!  

Tom Hecocks eagled the 493-yard 18th hole at Coldwater on October 17. He hit
driver, three-wood to forty feet and made the putt for his eagle.  Nice going Tom.

Dave Dean had an eagle on the 368 yard par-five hole at Verrado Victory on
November 25.  He hit driver, three-wood to ten feet from the green tees. Way to go,
Dave.

Low net scores for the quarter

Bill Heller – 64  at Southern Dunes on 10/03

Jeff Darbut – 62 at Ken McDonald on 10/14 (the lowest net score this year)

Alan Yancy – 63 at Ken McDonald on 10/14



Dennis Sylvia – 63 at Wigwam Blue on 10/21

Low gross scores for the quarter

Dan Campos – 72 (72) at Southern Dunes on 10/03

Ken Slagle – 70 (65) at Trilogy at Power Ranch on 10/07

Dan Campos – 72 (72) at Los Caballeros on 10/31

Dan Campos – 73 (75) at Union Hills on 11/14

Dan Campos – 73( 74) at Cave Creek on 12/05

Big Dog Bites

Standings through January 9

We have a lot of new faces in the VGA and they are making their mark in this year's Big
Dog Iditarod.  Big Dog points are awarded for each event with a separate race for
Wednesdays and Saturdays.  Five points are awarded to the overall first place winner
with three points awarded to second and one to third.

Tom Anderson has the early lead in the Wednesday race.  He has ten points followed
by Jim Niblack and Gary Vance with eight points each. Dick Brooks, Al Dan, and,
Don Majors are close behind with six points each.

In the Saturday race, last year's winner, Mike Roether, has 16 points for an eight point
advantage over Jeff Currie and Stephen Jordan.  They are followed closely by Tom
Anderson and Dan Gant with seven and six points respectively.  

Letters to Arnie

Dear Arnie, 

Recently, I found my ball resting under a tree in a scattering of clutter fallen from the
tree.  I thought that I should get free relief for my next shot, but being unsure, I played
two balls, one from under the tree and one from one club length from the clutter.
Afterwards I was told that I could not get free relief from my original lie ( not lay –
Arnie's note).  Is that correct?  Jumbo Jet Jim

Dear Jim,

The advice you were given was correct.  The clutter under the tree is classified as loose
impediments.  A golfer has the right to remove loose impediments as long as the ball
does not change position.  However, a golfer always has the option to return to the
previous lie and take a stroke-and-distance penalty or he may declare an unplayable lie
and get relief of one club-length, no closer to the hole, for a one stroke penalty.  You did
the correct thing by playing two balls and getting advice later in the round.

As a corollary, if a found ball comes to rest in a pile of brush or other debris left by a
maintenance crew, you get free relief of one club length, no closer to the hole, with no



penalty. 

Dear Arnie,

Last week my second shot caromed off a tree and landed just out-of-bounds.  I picked
up my ball and was about to drop it a few feet from the out-of-bounds line when one of
the other players in my group approached me.  He said that I should go back to the
previous spot and re-hit my ball for a stroke-and-distance penalty.  Was that ruling
correct?  Joltin' Jim

Dear Jim,

The ruling you received was correct, but incomplete.  It is customary for casual golfers,
when they hit a ball out-of-bounds, to drop it at the point of entry for one-stroke penalty,
but that is not a rule of golf.  One option is to return to the previous spot and do
as indicated above, the other is to use E5, a local rule.  If you decide to use E5, in
your case, you would mark the point at which the ball went out-of-bounds (not where the
ball ended up) and mark a spot straight to the fairway within two club-lengths from the
rough. Using the line between those two points, you then may drop your ball anywhere
behind the line no closer to the hole for a two-stroke penalty.  However if you hit a
provisional shot, you can not use the E5 rule.

Dear Arnie,

Recently, my ball came to rest near a boundary wall.  I took free relief from the wall and
hit my next shot.  At this point, another golfer in my foursome said that I could not get
free relief from a boundary wall.  Who is correct?  Wally Wallbanger

Dear Wally,

You are not entitled to free relief from a boundary wall.  You could have declared an
unplayable lie and dropped the ball within one club-length from where the ball came to
rest for a one-stroke penalty.  Also, you always have the option to return to the previous
lie for a stroke-and-distance penalty.  However, since you moved the ball and did not
replace it, you should have been assessed a two-stroke penalty.

Interestingly, a player may stand out-of-bounds and play a ball that is inbounds.

A note from Arnie:

Keep in mind these hints to speed up play, they are everyone's responsibility;

1) Park carts even with or past the greens so you can quickly move to the next green.

2) Pull ahead in the fairway to be even with the other cart in your foursome to be out of
range of those golfers waiting to hit.

3) Replace and clean your clubs at the next stopping point.

4) Write your scores down at the next stopping point.

VGA Hats for Sale!

The VGA has a selection of good quality hats with our logo.  There are two styles



including: white with a blue or tan trim for $35, sand with a tan trim for $35 (not shown in
the picture), and white with a blue trim and chin tie for $30.  There are also white golf
hats for $15 and visors for $10.  See Fred Baldwin for details. 


